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III.— SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

1 —  Area,  in  acres  -  6,229. 

2 —  Population  -  1931  Census  -  20,750. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  popula¬ 
tion,  mid  1937  — 

(a)  22,190. 

(b)  22,200. 

3 —  Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1937,  according  to 

the  rate  book  -  6,106. 

4 —  Rateable  Value  -  December,  1937  -  £134,778. 

5 —  Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  -  £506. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  District  is  divided  into  four  Wards. 

1  — DUNST0N.  This  Ward  represents  the  largest  proportion  of 
the  population  of  the  district,  and  while  it  was  at  one  time 
chiefly  industrial,  it  is  becoming  more  residential,  due  to 
the  amount  of  building  which  has  been  undertaken  in  the 
last  year.  The  Industries  include  Heavy  Industries,  Flour 
Mills,  Soap  Works,  Shipping,  and  the  Power  Station. 

2 —  SWALWELL.  This  Ward  is  largely  industrial,  chiefly  coal 

mining. 

3 —  WHICKHAM  (including  Sunniside).  This  Ward  is  mainly  rural, 

and  though  residential  for  the  greater  part,  is  partly  indus¬ 
trial,  including  coal  mining. 

4 —  MARLEY  HILL.  This  Ward  is  very  scattered,  and  essentially 

rural.  Coal  mining  is  the  chief  industry. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  boundaries  of  the 
Urban  District  during  1937. 
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Unemployment. 

Unemployment  is  still  decreasing,  as  is  shown  by  the 
following  figures  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  McDonald,  of  the  Dun- 
ston  Employment  Exchange.  These  figures  do  not  represent 
the  total  number  of  unemployed  persons  in  the  whole  of  the 
Whickham  Urban  District,  but  only  those  registered  at  the 
Dunston  Exchange,  and  are  meant  to  give  a  comparative  idea 
of  the  decline  in  unemployment. 


1932  - 

1,848; 

1935  - 

1,301; 

1933  - 

1,827; 

1936  - 

1,001; 

1934  - 

1,387; 

1937  - 

650. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Births. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Live 

j  Legitimate 

.  347 

182 

165. 

Births 

Illegitimate 

...  8 

5 

3. 

The  birth  rate  was  15-99  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  0-73  compared  with  the 
birth  rate  of  1935. 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate  for  the  last  six 
years  in  the  Whickham  Urban  District:- 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  for  1932  -  16-27. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

1933  - 

15-36. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1934  - 

14-72. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1935  - 

16  -45. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1936  - 

16-72. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1937  - 

15-99. 

The  table  on  page  9  gives  the  birth  rate  of  the  Whickham 
Urban  District  compared  with  that  of  the  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns. 
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Total.  Male. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  11  9 

Illegitimate  1  1 

Rate  per  1000  (live  and  still  births)  1937 
do.  do.  1936 

do.  do.  1935 


Female, 

2. 


...  30-54. 

•  ••  38-67. 

...  48-0. 


Deaths. 

Total  266.  Male  137. 


Female  130. 


A  table  showing  the  deaths  classified  by  causes,  ages  and 
wards  is  given  on  page  11. 


Death  Rate.  The  death  rate  is  10-63  per  1000  of  the 
resident  population,  and  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  six  years. 


Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population,  1932  -  12-11. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

1933  -  11-67. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1934  -  10-75. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1935  -  12-92. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1936  -  10-77. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1937  -  10-63. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  during  1937. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  .  78-87. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  80-69. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  none. 

There  were  28  infant  deaths  in  1937  compared  with — 

1936  ...  18  infant  deaths. 

1935  ...  22  infant  deaths. 

1934  ...  17  infant  deaths. 

1933  ...  17  infant  deaths. 
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A  table  showing  the  infant  mortality  classified  in  causes, 
ages,  sexes  and  wards  is  given  on  page  12. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  -  all  ages  ...  27. 

Deaths  from  Measles  -  all  ages  ...  none. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  -  all  ages  none. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  -  under  2  years  none. 


The  following  table  shows  a  comparison  between  the  chief 
vital  statistics  of  the  Whickham  Urban  District  and  some  other 
areas  for  1937:- 


Rate  per  1000 
Total  population. 

Annual 
Death 
Rate 
per  1000 
population 
all  causes 

Total  per  1000 
Live  Births. 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Diarrhoea 

&Enteritis 

(under 

2  years) 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

England  and  Wales 

14-9 

0-6 

12-4 

5-8 

58 

125  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns. 

(including  London) 

14*9 

0-67 

12-5 

7-9 

62 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Estimated  Res.  Popul’tn 
25000  to  50.000  at  Census 
1931) 

15-3 

0-64 

11-9 

3-2 

55 

London  (Administrative  County) 

13-3 

0-54 

12-3 

12 

60 

Whickham  U.  D.  ... 

15-99 

0-54 

10-63 

none. 

78-87 
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THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  1937. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

•  •  • 

•  a  a 

136 

130 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

•  •  a 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  ... 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

•  .  • 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

S 

3 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

•  •  • 

a  a  . 

— 

— 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

a  a  . 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

a  a  a 

4 

9 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

a  a  a 

1 

— 

11 

Syphilis 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane 

,  tabes  dorsalis 

1 

— 

13 

Cancer  malignant  disease 

•  •  • 

17 

12 

14 

Diabetes 

•  «  • 

... 

1 

2 

15 

Cerebral  Hjemorrhage,  &c. 

•  •  • 

a  •  a 

4 

5 

16 

Heart  disease 

... 

a  a  a 

20 

28 

17 

Arneurvsm 

•  9  « 

a  a  • 

— 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

18 

13 

19 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

6 

3 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

13 

6 

21 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

1 

1 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

3 

— 

23 

Diarrhoea  etc  (under  2  years) 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

«  •  a 

a  a  a 

2 

2 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

26 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

•  •  • 

a  a  . 

— 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

w  •  • 

a  a  . 

2 

4 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

m 

a  a  a 

2 

2 

29 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

a... 

— 

— 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth  and 

malformations,  etc. 

a  a  • 

3 

12 

32 

Senility  ... 

... 

a  a  a 

2 

2 

33 

Suicide 

a  •  • 

2 

I 

34 

Other  violence 

a  a  a 

a  a  - 

9 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

11 

18 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

... 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  2  years  or  over 

.  a  a 

... 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

Small  pox  ... 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

•  a  a 

a  a  • 

_ 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  j 

Legitimate 

a  a  a 

14 

14 

year  of  age  t 

Illegitimate 

a  a  a 

— 

— 

Totals 

a  a  a 

14 

14 

TABLE  OF  CAUSES  AND  A6ES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY— Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year. 
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The  foregoing  tables  are  compiled  from  deaths  which  are 
registered  during  the  year,  while  the  table  of  General  Causes 
on  page  10,  is  compiled  from  deaths  which  actually  occur  during 
the  year.  Further  variations  between  the  two  tables  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Registrar  General  obtains 
from  the  Certifying  Medical  Practitioner  extra  information 
regarding  certain  individual  cases. 


IV.— SECTION  B. 

There  has  been  no  change  or  development  in  the  following 
services  in  the  area:- 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(c)  Hospitals  -  Public  and  Voluntary. 

(d)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Council  provides  a  Motor  Ambulance  for  accidents  and 
cases  which  are  non-infectious.  The  ambulance  is  available 
at  any  hour  -  day  or  night  -  and  is  provided  free  of  charge  in 
necessitous  cases.  There  is  a  special  ambulance  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  patients  to  and  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
most  of  the  Collieries  have  their  own  ambulances  for  cases  of 
accident,  etc. 

(e)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  the  maternal  mortality,  the  County 
Jias  instituted  the  Midwives  Act  of  1936,  as  a  result  of  this 
trained  Midwives  are  available  in  every  maternity  case,  thus 
abolishing  the  use  of  handiwomen. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927. 

The  Chalet  Nursing  Home  situated  in  Whickham  is  run  on 
modern  and  efficient  lines.  It  deals  with  maternity  and  other 
cases,  and  is  periodically  visited  and  inspected. 
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V _ SECTION  C. 

1.  Water. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  the  public  water  supply  during 
1937.  The  supply  is  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 

A  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  was  undertaken 
and  proved  satisfactory. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  1937,  the  work  was  continued  on  the  construction 
of  the  new  sewer  from  Sunniside  to  the  River  Tyne. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  check  pollution  of 
the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area. 

4.  Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1937  there  were  6,221  water-closets  and  353 
ash-closets  in  the  area.  Two  ash-closets  have  been  converted 
into  water-closets. 

The  majority  of  ash-closets  are  in  the  newly  acquired  area 
and  are  being  dealt  with. 

5.  Public  Cleansing. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  public  cleansing. 

6.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

I  have  received  the  following  report  from  Mr.  Tate,  Chief 
Sanitary  Officer:- 
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SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector 's  Department  during;  the 
year  1937  in  the  URBAN  DISTRICT  of  WHICKHAM. 


1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

• 

# 

Number  of  Informal 

written  notices  by 

inspector 

Number  of  Formal 

Notices  by  order  of 

Authority 

Number  of  Nuisances 

abated  after 

Notice 

General  Remarks 

Dwelling-houses 

Foul  Conditions 

10 

10 

and 

Structural  Defects 

112 

3 

107 

Schools. 

Overcrowding 

Lodging-houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

1 

1 

Cowsheds 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

5 

Bakehouses  ... 

... 

3 

3 

Slaughter-houses 

•  •  •  *  *  * 

8 

8 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

7 

7 

Waterclosets... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

5 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

21 

1 

19 

( Defective  Traps  ... 

OUSe  J  jr  djsconnection  from  sewers 

17 

17 

Drainage  [other 

Faults 

1 

Water  Supply 

... 

19 

19 

Pigsties 

... 

1 

1 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

Offensive  Trades 

•  •  »  •  •  • 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

10 

Totals 

220 

5 

213 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)... 

51 

2 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers  premises) 

5 

— 

— 

Total 

59 

2 

— 

2— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

U  .  . 

Particulars. 

Referred 

Found, 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

S  o 

Z  a 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •••  .  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainag 

c  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  •  * •  •••  M , 

2 

2 

— 

— 

'  insufficient 

3 

3 

Sanitary 
Accommodation  ‘ 

unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

,  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop 

Act: 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(s.  101) 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the  sections 

mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  the  Ministry 

of  Health  (Factories  &  Workshops  Trans- 

fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

I 

8 

1 

— 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 
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Accommodation  at  a  Factory  in  the  Area. 

A  visit  revealed  that  the  premises  were  without  water 
supply.  This  matter  was  taken  up  by  H.M.  Inspector  and  a 
water  supply  provided;  the  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
was  also  provided. 

Water  Courses. 

One  water  course  was  found  to  be  obstructed,  and  notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  and  the  obstruction  was  removed  and 
the  water  course  cleansed. 

7.  Shops’  Act,  1934. 

The  Shops’  Inspector  reported  four  cases  of  defective 
sanitary  accommodation  during  the  year.  These  matters  were 
taken  up  with  the  people  concerned  and  completed  informally. 

8.  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  1937. 

9.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  in  the  area. 

10  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  following  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  in  varying 
degrees:- 

Council  Houses  ...  36. 

Other  Houses  ...  88. 

All  these  premises  were  sprayed  with  Insecticide,  and 
where  necessary,  a  second  disinfestation  was  carried  out. 
Generally  speaking,  one  treatment  of  the  premises  only  was 
needed  to  eradicate  the  vermin. 

The  furniture  and  belongings  of  tenants  moved  from 
private  property  to  Council  Houses  was  treated  with  Insecticide 
when  found  necessary<  and  in  all  cases  of  re-housing  from 
Clearance  Areas. 
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Frequent  inspection  was  made  afterwards  and  generally' 
the  tenant  co-operated  willingly  in  the  work.  The  work  was 
carried  out  under  the  direction  of  an  officer  of  the  Local 
Authority. 

11.  Schools. 

No  Public  Elementary  School  was  closed  during  1937  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  are 
adequate  and  satisfactory. 


VI.— SECTION  D. 
Housing. 


Housing  Act,  1930  ■  Part  1  -  Unhealthy  Areas. 

The  following  properties  were  scheduled  by  the  Council  as 
Clearance  Areas:- 


January,  1937 — 

Holdings. 

Occupants. 

1.  Whickham  Bank,  Swalwell 

2 

13 

2.  Workshop  Row,  Marley  Hill 

2 

...  8 

February,  1937 — 

1.  Foundry  Lane,  Swalwell 

•  •  •  5 

19 

A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  on  May  19th,  and 

the  following  properties  were  dealt  with:- 

Holdings.  Occupants,. 

1.  Fellside  Village  ... 

5 

19 

2.  Oaklea  Cottages,  Whickham 

4 

11 

3.  Low  Streetgate  ••• 

4 

20 

4.  Ivy  Cottages,  Streetgate  •• 

3 

7 

5.  Bowes  Terrace  ••• 

17 

86 

6.  Workshop  Row,  Marley  Hill 

2 

8 

7.  Railway  Cottages,  Streetgate 

2 

11 

8,  Whickham  Bank,  Swalwell 

2 

3 

9.  Church  View,  Swalwell  ... 

9 

26 

The  Council’s  Clearance  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed.- 
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The  following  individual  houses  were  declared  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation:- 

1.  Workshop  Row,  Marley  Hill. 

Re-Housing. 

The  Whickham  Urban  District  Council  has  re-housed  the 
following  number  of  persons  from  Clearance  Areas  confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health;- 

Families.  Persons. 


Marley  Hill- — The  Hill  Area 

34 

143 

Crookgate  Area 

7 

34 

Dunston — Railway  Terrace  Area 

6 

20 

47. 

197. 

Number  of  Persons  re-housed  from 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

19 

55. 

Single  persons  re-housed  from  Slum  Clearance  Areas:- 


Waterside,  No.  1,  Swalwell 

•  •  • 

4  persons 

Middletown,  Whickham 

•  •  • 

1  person 

Elephant  Triangle.  Swalwell 

1  person 

Mill  Street,  No.  1,  Dunston 

•  •  • 

1  person 

Mill  Street,  No.  2,  Dunston 

•  •  • 

1  person 

Chapel  Street,  Dunston 

•  •  • 

2  persons 

Rectory  Cottages,  Whickham 

•  •  • 

1  person 

Back  Row,  Whickham 

•  •  • 

...  1  person 

Market  Lane.  No.  2  Area,  Swalwell 

1  person 

Ivy  Cottages,  Streetgate 

•  •  • 

...  1  person 

14  persons 

Housing  Statistics  for  1937. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  •••  •••  •••  537 

c  ;  :  r  '  r  ccc  cr<~ 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  •••  1431 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  71 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  Formal  Notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  291 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices;- 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nib. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil. 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  6 

(d)  Proceedings^under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

m  ade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  —  nil. 


4.  Housing  Act,  1935  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  320. 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  334. 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  14552. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  none. 

(c)  (l)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  27. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  67. 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding 


none 
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VII. — SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

a.  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  22  Dairy  Farms  and  5  Dairies  in  the  Urban  Area. 
Regular  inspection  of  all  premises  has  been  carried  out  and 
some  improvements  have  been  effected  in  Dairies  and  Cow 
By  res  on  the  farms 

Samples  were  submitted  from  each  farm  for  examination 
for  bacterial  content  and,  where  unsatisfactory  counts  were  re¬ 
turned,  the  method  of  production  and  handling  of  milk  was  dis¬ 
cussed  with  the  farmer  and  invariably  a  further  sample  showed 
improvement. 

In  one  instance,  a  sample  of  milk  showed  bacterial  count 
which  was  returned  as  uncountable  with  bacillus  coli  present  in 
1/1 000th  c.c.  Further  samples  from  the  same  source  were  bac¬ 
terial  count  31,000  -  Bacillus  coli  in  X / 1 00th  c.c.  and  bacterial 
count  18,000  -  no  bacillus  coli. 

Another  instance  of  improvement  is  revealed  in  the  case 
where  the  first  sample  gave  bacterial  count  of  1,700,000  with 
bacillus  coli  present  in  1/1 0,000th  c.c. 

Subsequent  samples  produced  counts  of: 

56,000  -  Bacillus  coli  present  in  l/l  00th  c.c. 

25,000  -  No  bacillus  coli. 

There  are  no  Pasteurising  Plants  within  the  area  and  no 
bottling  licence  for  Graded  Milk  is  issued. 

Supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  and 
pasteurised  milk  were  issued  in  3  cases. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanied  the  County  Veterinary 
Officer  on  his  inspection  of  farms  in  the  area  and  a  close  co¬ 
ordination  exists  between  the  County  Department  and  your 
Health  Department  in  this  direction. 
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b.  Meat  and  Foods. 

There  are  eight  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Urban 
Area  and,  in  all  of  these,  regular  slaughtering  is  carried  on. 

In  every  case  where  slaughtering  takes  place  an  inspection 
of  the  carcase  is  carried  out,  by  a  qualified  Meat  Inspector,  often 
at  great  inconvenience  when  frequently  simultaneous  slaughter 
has  been  going  on  in  Dunston,  Swalwell,  Whickham  and 
Sunniside. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaughter¬ 
ed  and  inspected  in  the  various  slaughterhouses  from  May. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


T3 

Cattle, 

excludir 

Cows 

CO 

£ 

o 

o 

Calves 

Sheep  ar 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

130 

49 

19 

541 

209 

Number  inspected  ... 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

130 

49 

19 

541 

209 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

1  lamb 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

7 

8 

—i 

35 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

5 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Attention  was  given  to  ensure  sanitary  conditions,  regular 
removal  of  garbage  and  periodic  limewashing. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  requires  the  slaughter 
of  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Pigs  by  a  mechanically  operated  instrument. 
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16  slaughtermen  are  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
section  3  of  this  Act. 

There  is  no  meat  marketing  scheme  under  part  3  of  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  in  force  in  the  Urban 
District. 


VIII  — SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

There  was  very  small  difference  between  the  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  disease  notified  during  1937  compared  with  those  noti¬ 
fied  during  1936. 

Diphtheria  was  prevalent  in  Dunston  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  and  in  the  last  quarter  measles  were  prevalent  over  the 
whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

On  the  whole  the  diphtheria  was  mild  in  form,  but  six  deaths 
occurred  mostly  in  cases  of  the  Laryngeal  type.  All  cases  of 
diphtheria  except  two  were  sent  to  hospital. 

A  supply  of  anti-toxin  is  kept  at  the  Health  Department  and 
is  available  for  all  cases  of  diphtheria  or  suspected  diphtheria 
occurring  in  the  Urban  District.  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
district  were  notified  of  this  during  the  year  and  were  also  in¬ 
formed  that  when  the  Health  Office  was  closed  the  anti-toxin 
could  be  obtained  at  the  M.O.H’s  residence. 

No  action  was  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunization. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  arrangement  for  isolation  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Lots  of  infectious  bedding  stoved  ...  ...  228. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases  331. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1937. 


Diseases 

Total  Cases 

notified 

AGE 

GROUPS. 

Cases  admitted 

to  hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Under 

1  year 

1-2  years 

2  -  3  years 

3  -  4  years 

4  -  5  years 

5 -10  years 

10  - 15  years 

15-20  years 

j  20  -  35  years 

35  -  45  years 

45  -  65  years 

65  and  over 

Smallpox 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

148 

1 

7 

1 

12 

7 

68 

38 

9 

3 

2 

136 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

97 

2 

4 

3 

7 

6 

38 

19 

8 

5 

3 

2 

95 

6 

Enteric,  including 

Paratyphoid 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Chickenpox... 

115 

3 

6 

7 

7 

13 

74 

4 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

25 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

14 

1 

2 

Measles 

187 

17 

10 

20 

19 

28 

80 

10 

2 

1 

German  Measles 

4 

2 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

57 

2 

4 

6 

4 

3 

6 

2 

4 

5 

7 

6 

8 

$9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 

Encephalitis 

637 

26 

31 

37 

49 

59 

268 

74 

24 

19 

18 

23 

9 

233 

1  37 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1937. 


Diseases. 

Totals 

MONTHS. 

Wards 

1  Jan’y 

Feb’y 

March 

April 

i  May 

J  une 

July 

*bo 

< 

<l>  i 
C/D 

ju ' 

Cm 
O  ! 

o 

Nov’r 

Dec’r 

|  Dunston 

j  Wh’kam  & 
j  Sunniside 

Swalwell 

|  Mar.  Hill 

Smallpox 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

148 

9 

8 

17 

12 

10 

12 

22 

8 

19 

13 

8 

10 

49 

33 

15 

51 

Diphtheria  ... 

97 

11 

15 

10 

7 

1 

1 

8 

9 

11 

9 

9 

6 

67 

7 

7 

16 

Enteric  (Paratyph’d) 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  ••• 

57 

6 

16 

7 

5 

4 

1 

8 

2 

1 

7 

41 

12 

3 

1 

Cerebro-spin.  Fever 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Encephalitis  Leth’ca 

- 

Erysipelas  ... 

25 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

18 

2 

4 

1 

Chicken-pox 

115 

3 

3 

7 

9 

15 

23 

26 

16 

3 

2 

8 

80 

33 

1 

1 

Measles 

187 

1 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

7 

16 

25 

46 

26  48 

69 

54 

42 

22 

German  Measles  ••• 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Psittacosis  ••• 

— 

637 

31 

4645 

41 

35 

47 

75 

54 

60 

72 

48 

83 

326 

144 

72 

95 

26 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

All  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  now  notified  direct 
to  Durham  County  Council  by  the  practitioner  in  attendance. 


T  uberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  —  0 

5—15 

1 

_ 

z 

2 

7 

. 

_____ 

_ 

15  —  25 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

25  —  35 

1 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35  —  45 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  —  55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55  —  65 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

12 

9 

10 

2 

5 

1 

— 

Sex 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year. 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Male 

53 

86 

67 

91 

Female  ... 

47 

85 

53 

86 

Total 

100 

171 

120 

177 

27 


Removals  from  Register. 


Reasons. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Died  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

5 

1 

_ 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

9 

2 

2 

3 

Removed  from  district  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered... 

— 

1 

2 

4 

4 

8 

5 

7 

Cases  notified  during  1937. 


Total 

Dunston 

Whic’ham 

Mar.  Hill 

Swalwell 

Respiratory  . 

26 

20 

4 

0 

2 

Non-Respiratory 

19 

12 

5 

0 

2 

Total 

45 

32 

9 

0 

4 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is,  on  the  whole,  good. 
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